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Medical  Officer's  Report. 


Gentlemen,— 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the 
year  1900,  my  TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  ONE,  on 
the  sanitary  condition  of  Hebden  Bridge  and  the  causes 
of  death  end  sickness  which  have  prevailed  during  the 
year. 


I estimate  THE  POPUXATION  to  be  9,000,  an 
increase  of  300  on  that  of  the  year  1899.  I make  this 
calculation,  as  hitherto,  on  the  increase  of  births  over 
deaths,  and  the  number  of  newly-built  houses  occupied 
during  the  preceding  year.  The-  census  of  1901,  which 
is  immediately  to  be*  taken,  will  show  how  far  I have  been 
correct  or  otherwise  in  the  estimates  I have  formed  of 
the  growth  of  Hebden  Bridge  for  the  last  ten  years. 

THE  BIRTHS  REGISTERED  during  the  year 
have*  been  145,  82  of  whom  were  males  and  63  females ; 
equal  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  16.1  per  1000.  None  of 
these  were  illegitimate.  A birth-rate  of  16.1  is  the  lowest 
by  far  ever  recorded  for  your  district.  The  number  of 
births  and  rate,  for  the  year  1899  were  respectively  182 
and  20.9  per  1000.  The  average  birth-rate  of  Hebden 
Bridge  for  the  ten  years  ending  1899  was  23.5  per  1000. 
This  unnatural  and  abnormal  decline  in  the  birth-rate 
is  not  peculiar  to  this  district  only,  but  prevails  over  the 
whole  country.  The  general  population  is  increasing, 
notwithstanding  this  falling  birth-rate,  and  is  mainly  due 
to  the  declining  death-rate  which  accompanies  it. 
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THE  HEATHS  RECORDED  for  the  year  have  been 
112  : 49  males  and  63  females;  yielding  an  annual  death- 
rate  of  12.4  per  1000.  Four  of  these  were  uncertified. 
The  number  of  deaths  and  rate  for  the  year  1899  were 
respectively  110  and  12.6  per  1000.  These  112  deaths 
are  distributed  as  follows  : Seventeen  are  those-  of  infants 
under  one  year  old.  This  infant  mortality,  measured  by 
the  proportion  of  deaths  under  one.  year  to  births  regis- 
tered, is  equal  to  117.2  per  1000.  The  proportion  of 
deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  to  every  1000  births 
registered  in  the  year  1899  was  115.3  per  1000.  The 
infant  mortality  of  1900  is  moderately  low.  Forty-one 
deaths  occurred  in  persons  65  years  and  upwards,  com- 
pared with  28  for  the  same-  class  in  the  previous  year. 
You  will  observe-  that  a larger  mortality  than  usual  for 
the  year  has  taken  place  amongst  aged  people.  Of  the 
forty-one  deaths  over  65  years,  thirty  were  70  and  up- 
wards, eleven  were.  80  and  upwards,  and  of  the  latter, 
two  attained  the  age  of  87,  one  of  88,  and  two  of  89  years. 
I have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  zymotic 
mortality  or  deaths  from  preventable  infectious  diseases 
is  low.  Seven  deaths  are  recorded  from  the  seven  prin- 
cipal zymotic  diseases,  with  a zymotic  death-rate  of  0.7 
per  1000,  against  four  deaths  and  a zymotic  death-rate 
of  0.4  per  1000  for  the  preceding  year.  The  vital  statistics 
of  the  year  1900  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  We  have 
a low  death-rate,  not  the  lowest  recorded,  a low  infant 
mortality,  an  increased  death-rate  in  persons  of  advanced 
age,  mostly  from  general  decay  and  old  age,  and  a low 
zymotic  death-rate.  The  birth-rate,  is  the  only  unfavour- 
able item,  and  that  has  now  reached  a very  low  figure. 

With  regard  to  the  other  VARIOUS  CAUSES  OF 
DEATH,  there  is  not  much  difference  from  previous 
years.  Six  deaths  are  attributable  to  influenza,  five  to 
phthisis,  four  to  cancer,  twenty-three  to  inflammatory 
lung  diseases,  six  to  heart  diseases,  and  two  resulted  from 
accident  and  were  investigated  by  Coroner’s  juries.  Four 
deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district,  died  in  Public 
Institutions,  viz.,  two  at  Fielden  Hospital  from  typhoid 
fever,  one  at  the  Halifax  Infirmary  from  phthisis,  and 
one  at  Wakefield  Asylum  from  pneumonia. 
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THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  reported  to  me 
under  the  Notification  Act  have  been  51,  viz.,  Scarlet 
Fever  31,  Typhoid  Fever  8,  Diphtheria  2,  and  Erysipelas 
10.  Twenty  patients  out  of  these  fifty-one  have  been 
removed  to  Hospital,  viz.,  fourteen  suffering  from  scarlet 
and  six  from  Typhoid  Fever.  Sixty-four  cases  of  infec- 
tious disease  were  notified  in  1899,  twenty-five  of  which 
were  treated  in  hospital.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
the  accommodation  for  our  infectious  diseases  at  the 
Fielden  Hospital,  during  the  year  1900,  has  been  limited. 
It  is,  however,  fortunate  that  all  cases  of  typhoid  fever, 
who  were  willing  to  go,  were  able  to  be  admitted. 


SCAHLET  FEVEB  has  been  present  throughout 
the  year  in  each  quarter.  Thirty-one  cases  have  been 
notified,  with  one  death,  against  45  in  1899  and  24  in 
1898  ; in  the  March  quarter  of  which  year  this  outbreak 
may  be  said  to  have  commenced.  This  disease  has  been 
and  is  still  of  a mild  form.  Some  children  have-  had  it 
so  slightly  that  they  were  going  about  in  the  illness,  both 
during  the  eruptive  and  desquamating  stages.  Many 
cases  could  not  be  taken  to  Lee  Bottom,  or  were  received 
there  after  having  gone  through  the  acute  stages  of  the 
disorder  at  their  own  homes.  This  want  of  accommoda- 
tion has  been  unavoidable  : at  the  same  time,  their  treat- 
ment at  home  is  a very  ready  means  of  keeping  the 
infection  and  disease  in  the  district.  No  complete  isola- 
tion amongst  children  of  working  people  is  practicable  in 
cottage  houses,  and  as  a measure  for  preventing  the 
spread  of  scarlatina  it  is  of  little  use.  We  cannot  hope 
to  be  free  from  it  until  we  are  able  to  remove  all  children 
affected  to  the  Fielden  Hospital.  We  also  require  an 
apparatus  for  the  purpose  of  disinfecting  their  clothing, 
bed  linen,  etc.  The  present  method  adopted  of  destroy- 
ing disease  germs  by  fuming  with  sulphur  is  not,  I think, 
sufficiently  effective.  A disinfecting  apparatus  might-  be 
conveniently  erected  at  the  Bedacre  sewage  works,  and  it 
would  be  invaluable  for  disinfecting  all  articles  belong- 
ing to  patients  suffering  from  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever 
and  diphtheria  in  the  Council’s  district. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER  occurred  in  eight  instances, 
two  in  each  quarter  of  the  year,  in  various  districts,  with 
different  water  and  milk  supplies,  mostly  on  separate 
systems  of  sewers,  and  with  no  common  origin  apparent. 
Six  patients  were  sent  to  Hospital,  and  two  remained  at 
home,  of  whom  one  died.  In  two  of  the  cases  slight 
drainage  defects  were  complained  of.  In  one  a private 
water  supply  was  suspected,  and  on  analysis  was  found 
polluted  and  dangerous  to  health.  In  a fourth  case  the 
infection  was  imported,  and  for  the  four  remaining,  no 
satisfactory  explanation  could  be  found. 


The  continued  prevalence  of  TYPHOID  FEVER 
in  Hebden  Bridge  may  seem  disappointing  to  a Council 
who  have  done  so  much  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition 
and  promote  the  health  of  the  town  for  the  last  twenty 
years.  The  good  effects  of  sanitary  reform  are  not  evident 
at  once,  and  a few  years  may  elapse  before  we  reap  the 
benefit  of  the  several  improvements  introduced  in  the 
interests  of  public  health.  I beg  to  lay  before  the 
Council  the  following  suggestions  for  their  future  con- 
sideration, in  view  of  the  recurrence  of  this  fever,  and 
which  I am  sure  they  will  deem  important: — The  con- 
nection, as  soon  as  possible,  of  all  drains  with  main 
sewers ; the  closing  of  private  water  supplies  on  the 
earliest  proof  of  contamination  ; and  the  conversion  of 
pail  into  water  closets.  Pail  closets  are  much  preferable 
to  the  old  midden  closets,  but  are  now  objectionable  and 
likely  to  spread  disease.  We  have  an  abundant  supply 
of  water,  and  this  is  the  most  practical  and  safest  method 
of  carrying  away  and  disposing  of  our  sewage.  Typhoid 
fever  is  often  not  recognised  for  ten  days  or  more,  and 
the  excreta  of  the  patients  are  placed  in  the  common 
closet,  open  to  the  neighbours,  for  that  time  any  way. 
The  typhoid  bacillus  is  in  the  pail  before  the  Sanitary 
Authority  know  or  have  the  power  of  destroying  it.  The 
contents  of  these  pails  are  removed  weekly  or  at  the  end 
of  fortnight  to  the  hill  tops,  spread  on  the  land,  and  from 
there  are  washed  down  (by  the  first  rains)  into  the  private 
water  supplies  in  the  valleys.  The  pails  also  are  brought 
back,  being  partly  disinfected  by  carbolic  acid,  and  if 
any  bacilli  of  typhoid  remain,  which  is  not  improbable, 
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there  may  be  fresh  growth  and  reproduction  of  the  germs 
in  the  closets  in  which  they  are  deposited,  to  infect  others 
in  that  locality.  I hope  eventually  to  see  the  time  when 
all  the  sewage  of  Hebden  Bridge  will  be  taken  away  by 
the  main  sewers  to  Redacre,  when  its  noxious  properties 
can  be  removed,  and  from  whence  it  can  be  turned  into 
the  River  Calder  a pure  and  harmless  effluent. 

DIPHTHERIA  occurred  twice  during  the  year. 
In  one  case  no  cause  could  be  assigned,  and  in  the  second 
the  child  had  been  away  from  the  district  on  a school 
treat  and  took  ill  after  her  return. 

The  great  SANITARY  WORK  of  1900  in  Hebden 
Bridge  has  been  the  completion  of  the  sewerage  scheme, 
consisting  of  a series  of  sewers,  over  four  miles  in  length, 
which  gives  us  an  elaborate  and  perfect  system  of  drain- 
age, in  conjunction  with  the  works  at  Redacre  for  its 
purification  before  discharge  into  the  river.  These 
several  works  are  well  conceived,  have  been  constructed 
on  the  most  modern  principles,  and  are.  in  full  accordance 
with  all  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
London. 

The  BUILDING  OPERATIONS  for  the  last  year 
have  shown  considerable  abatement.  Twenty-one  newly- 
built  houses  have  been  occupied,  compared  with  49  in 
1899  and  65  in  1898.  This  shows  the  smallest  amount 
of  new  building  property  erected  for  several  years.  The 
supply  of  houses  has  been  in  excess  of  the  demand,  a 
most  unusual  and  unique  coincidence  in  the  history  of 
Hebden  Bridge. 

I have  made  the  usual  inspection  of  BAKEHOUSES 
which  are  ten  in  number.  They  are  kept  clean  and 
periodically  limewashed,  some  four  and  others  three 
times  a year. 

The  Five  Registered  LODGING-HOUSES  have  also 
received  my  attention,  and  as  a rule  they  are  moderately 
clean  and  orderly. 
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VACCINATION  since  the  new  Act  came  into  force, 
on  the  1st  January,  1899,  has  been  an  eminent  success. 
Three  hundred  and  twenty-three  children  have  been 
successfully  vaccinated  by  the  Public  Vaccinator  in  these 
two  years ; independent  of  those  vaccinated  by  private 
medical  practitioners.  The  amount  of  public  vaccina- 
tion in  the  last  two  years  has  exceeded  that  done  in  the 
previous  ten  years.  The  new  system  is  highly  appre- 
ciated by  the  people,  and  grows  generally  in  favour. 
House  visitation  and  the  sole  use  of  calf  lymph  has  made 
the  Act  decidedly  popular  in  this  district. 

EMISSION  OF  DENSE  SMOKE  is  still  an  object 
of  complaint,  and  any  mitigation  of  this  nuisance  would 
be  a great  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  general  public. 

I append  to  this  report  four  new  tables  of  returns, 
as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  C.  Beturn 
for  the  County  Council,  and  the  Inspector’s  Beport  of 
the  amount  of  sanitary  work  completed  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  LAWSON,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  Hebden  Bridge  Urban  District  Council. 
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Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &e., 
completed  during  the  Year  1900. 

No.  of  Complaints  received  during  the  year 37 

No.  of  Inspections  made  1420 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses 

and  Premises  29 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Diseases 40 

House  Drains  Repaired,  Cleansed,  &c 41 

Trapped  or  Disconnected  5 

Privies  or  Water  Closets  Cleansed 18000 

New  Water  Closets  Provided  44. 

Closets  Repaired  or  Reconstructed  59 

Houses  supplied  with  Water  51 

No.  of  Lodging-Houses  Registered  under  the  35th 

Clause  of  Sanitary  Act,  1866  5 

Removal  of  Ashes  and  other  Refuse — No.  of  Loads  2060 
No.  of  Licensed  Slaughter-Houses  Inspected 7 

EMMETT  SMITH, 

Nuisance  Inspector. 
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Tables  No.  1 and  2. — Showing  Estimated  Population,  Birth- 
rate, Death-rate,  and  Number  of  Deaths  under  One  Year, 
with  Bate  per  1000  Births  for  Ten  Years. 
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Table  No.  3.— Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 

Year  1900. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

At 

all 

ages. 

Cases  Notified. 

At  Ages — Years 

No.  of  Cases 
removed 
to  Hospital. 

Un- 
der 1 

1 to  5 

5 to 

15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
65 

65  and 
upw’rds 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cholera  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Membranous  Croup 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  

10 

0 

0 

1 

2 

6 

I 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

31 

0 

10 

20 

1 

0 

0 

14 

Typhus  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  

8 

0 

0 

2 

3 

3 

0 

6 

Relapsing  Fever  ..  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Continued  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Plague 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

51 

0 

10 

24 

7 

9 

1 

20 

Table  No.  4. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1900. 


Deaths  in  Whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths 

in 

Public 

Institu- 

tions. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Un- 
der 1. 

1 and 
un- 
der 5. 

5 and 
un- 
derl5 

15  & 
un- 
der25 

25  A 
un- 
der65 

65  & 
up- 
w’rds 

Smallpox ••*... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever.. 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  & Membranous 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Croup 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Epidemic  Influenza  

6 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

2 

0 

Enteritis  

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Phthisis  

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

Bronchitis  

9 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

5 

0 

Pneumonia 

12 

5 

1 

0 

1 

5 

0 

1 

Pleurisy  

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

piratory  Organs  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Premature  Birth  

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Heart  Diseases  

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

0 

Accidents 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

All  other  causes 

51 

6 

4 

0 

1 

14 

26 

0 

All  causes 

112 

16 

12 

0 

7 

36 

41 

4 
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TABLE  C,  1900. 


HEBDEN  BRIDGE  URBAN  COUNCIL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — J.  LAWSON,  M.B. 

Salary — £36. 

Is  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  appointed  as  Medical  Officer 
to  the  School  Board  ? — No. 

Sanitary  Inspector— Mr.  EMMETT  SMITH. 

Salary — £55. 

What  other  position  does  the  Sanitary  Inspector  fill  ? — None. 

Water  Supply- 

Quality — Good. 

Action  on  Lead — Very  slight. 

Any  extensions  or  change  during  1900  ?— No. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ? — Some  inadequacy  in  dry  summers 
from  private  supplies. 

Number  or  proportion  of  dwellings  (a)  with  public  supply — Two- 
thirds  ; (b)  private  supplies — About  one-third. 

Sewerage— 

Is  the  district  systematically  sewered  ?— Yes. 

Is  rainfall  excluded  ? — No. 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1900  ? — Completion  of  New 
Sewers  and  Sewer  Works  at  Redacre. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ? — No. 

Any  special  means  of  ventilation  ? — Manholes. 

Any  Rubble  drains,  and  where  ? — No. 

Sewage  Disposal- 

system  adopted — Precipitation  and  Filtration. 

Any  complaints  ? — No. 
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Scavenging*— 

Are  the  privy-middens,  ash-places,  &c.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary 
Staff,  by  Contractors,  or  by  Owners  and  Tenants  ? — 
Sanitary  Staff. 

Number  of  each  type  of  receptacle  : Open  privy  middens — None  ; 
Covered  privy  middens — Four ; Pail  or  tub  closets — 
Mainly  ; Other — W.C’s. 

Adoptive  Acts— 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890 — 29th  November,  1893 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890—  ,,  ,, 

Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892 — 


Bye-Laws— 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1900?  (a)  Under  the  Public 

Health  Act,  1875 — No;  (b)  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890 — No. 

Are  they  properly  enforced  ? — - 

Any  Bye-Laws  needed  ? — 


Regulated  Number 


Buildings,  Trades,  &c. 

Regis- 

tered. 

In- 

spected. 

General  Condition 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

• . . 5 

5 ... 

Satisfactory 

Canal  Boats 

... 

88  ... 

1 > 

Slaughter  Houses  

7 

7 ... 

? 5 

Bakehouses 

10 

10  ... 

5 5 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

1 ... 

5 5 

(Tripe  Dressing) 


Legal 

Proceedings 
(if  any). 

...  None 

...  y y 

...  yy 

...  yy 

...  yy 


D.C.M.  Order — 


Have  any  Regulations  been  framed  under  Article  13  of  this 
Order  ? — Yes. 


Number  of  Cowkeepers  registered — Seven. 
Number  of  Purveyors  of  Milk  registered — Seven. 
Cowsheds  inspected — 20. 

Any  special  action — No. 


Isolation  Hospital— 

Progress  during  1900 — 

Has  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  emergency  during  an  outbreak  of 
disease  provided  Nurses  for  home  isolation  ? — No. 

Cost  of  same — 

Compensation  paid  for  infected  articles  destroyed  during  1900 — 
£1  Is. 

What  method  of  house  disinfection  is  employed— Fumigation  by 
Sulphur. 
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Dwellings— 

Number  of  Houses  built  and  occupied  during  1900 — 21. 

General  character— Cottage  class. 

Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ? — No. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ?— No. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 
1890  ?— No. 

Any  “ unhealthy  areas  ? ” — No. 

Back  Yards : Are  they  paved  or  rendered  impervious  in  any 
part  ? — Mainly. 

How  ? — Flagging. 

Back  Streets  : Are  they  paved  or  rendered  impervious  in  any 
part  ? — Generally. 

Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made? — Yes. 

And  records  kept  ? — Yes. 

Nuisances— 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1899 — Eight. 

At  close  of  1900 — Four. 

Reported  during  1900 — -100. 

Abated  during  1900 — 104. 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings — None. 

No.  of  Sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1900 — Three. 

,,  ,,  trapped  ,,  ,,  —Two. 

No.  of  Closets  newly  constructed  during  1900  ? — 44. 

Kinds — 41  W.C’s  and  3 Pails. 

No.  of  Closets  reconstructed  during  1900 — 11. 

Kinds — Pails  and  W.C’s. 

Meteorology- 

Mean  Temperature  for  year  1900 — 47-55. 

Rainfall — 48-24  inches. 

GeOlOgy- 

Nature  of  Soil— Clay,  loam. 

Subsoil — Clay. 

Rocks — Sandstone  grit. 
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Miscellaneous — 

Any  diseases  oeculiarly  endemic  in  the  district  ? — No. 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  all  kinds 
during  1900  ? — Four  deaths. 

Any  cancer-houses  or  localities  noted  ? — No. 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from  Tabes  Mesenterica  ? 
— No  deaths. 

Does  the  Sanitary  Authority  provide  Anti-toxin  (gratis)  for 
Diphtheria  cases  ? — No. 

Vaccination  : Any  improvement  in  efficiency  under  the  new  Act  ? 
—Yes. 

Is  a public  Mortuary  provided  ? — No. 

Any  necessity  for  a public  Abattoir  ?— No. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following 
matters  ? 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food — None. 

Prosecutions — None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — Four. 

Prosecutions — None. 

Are  Food  preservatives  much  in  use  in  summer  time,  especially  in 
milk  ?— No. 

Has  there  been  any  poisoning  attributable  to  arsenical  beer  ! — No. 
River  Pollution — None. 

Smoke  Abatement  : No.  of  observations  taken — 35. 

Summonses  issued — None. 

No.  of  Factories  and  Workshops  Inspected — 50. 

Schools:  No.  in  District — Three. 

No.  closed  on  account  of  outbreaks  of  disease — -None. 

Burial  Grounds  : No.  in  District — Three. 

Any  need  for  extension — Yes. 

Any  work  done  by  the  M.O.H.  under  the  Customs  and  Inland 
Revenue  Act,  1890,  Sec.  26  (2) — No. 

Births  - 

Males,  82  ; Females,  63  ; total,  145. 

No.  illegitimate,  included  in  the  above — None. 

Any  information  as  to  No.  of  Still  Births — No. 

Deaths — 

Males,  49  ; Females,  63  ; total,  112. 

No.  uncertified,  included  in  the  above — Four. 

Any  information  as  to  the  proportion  of  bottle-fed  children  included 
in  the  deaths  under  1 year — No. 
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Nuisance  Inspector's  Report 


Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1900,  which 
is  my  TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  ONE  on  the  general 
results  of  the  year’s  work  in  connection  with  the  Sanitary 
Department. 

I estimate  the  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  at  the  close 
of  the  year  to  have  been  1914,  an  increase  of  23  on  that 
of  1899.  The  number  now  supplied  with  water  from  the 
public  mains  for  domestic  purposes  is  1198,  as  against 
1147  at  the  close  of  the  previous  year,  an  increase  of  51, 
all  of  which  was  old  property  that  had  been  previously 
supplied  from  private  sources. 

There  has  been  44  additions  made  to  the  CLOSET 
ACCOMMODATION  of  the  district:  41  water  closets, 
and  3 pails,  making  the  total  accommodation  1425,  of 
which  1194  are  connected  with  dwelling-houses,  and  231 
with  factories  and  workshops.  The  alterations  to  these 
structures  during  the  year  includes  the  conversion  of 
six  pail  into  water  closets,  and  the  repair  or  reconstruc- 
tion of  59  others. 

HOUSE  DRAINAGE,  as  usual,  has  taken  up  a fair 
share  of  my  time,  not  alone  in  inspecting  or  testing  old 
drains,  or  superintending  the  laying  of  new  ones  ; but 
also  in  advising  property-owners  as  to  the  best  way  of 
altering  existing  drains  so  as  to  put  them  in  a proper 
sanitary  condition.  Formerly,  it  was  difficult  to  get  this 
class  of  work  properly  done,  but  there  has  been  a great 
change  for  the  better  in  that  respect  in  recent  years,  both 
as  regards  property-owners  and  workmen.  All  the  drains 
laid  to  new  or  old  property  have  been  constructed  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  model  bye-laws  ; 
and  the  same  practice  has  also  been  observed  in  the  41 
other  drains  which  have  been  reconstructed  or  repaired. 
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With  a view  to  preventing  the  spread  of  INFEC- 
TIOUS DISEASES,  20  patients  were  removed  to  the 
Hospital  : 14  of  scarlet  fever,  and  6 of  typhoid.  Forty 
houses  were  disinfected  after  the  removal  of  the  patients, 
or  the  recovery  of  those-  treated  at  home.  The  bedding 
was  also  destroyed  in  four  cases  of  typhoid,  where  the 
patients  had  not  been  removed  to  the  hospital.  Four 
samples  of  suspected  drinking  water  were  taken  from  a 
supply  which  served  for  about  50  houses,  and  was  report- 
ed to  be  dangerous  to  health  by  the  County  Analyst,  but 
each  house  is  likely  to  be  provided  with  another  supply 
by  the  time  this  report  is  presented  to  the  Council. 

As  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  I 
purchased  four  SAMPLES  OF  NEW  MILK,  and  sent 
them  to  the  County  Analyst,  who  reported  three  of  the 
samples  to  be  genuine,  and  the  other  of  fair  quality. 

The  other  matters  receiving  attention  during  the 
year,  in  addition  to  taking  Smoke  Observations,  have 
been  the  inspection  of  Lodging-houses,  Slaughter-houses, 
and  Cowsheds,  all  of  which  have  been  kept  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  give  no  cause  for  complaint. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EMMETT  SMITH, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Canal  Boat  Report. 


Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1900,  as 
Inspector  of  Canal  Boats  for  the  combined  Districts  of 
the  Hebden  Bridge  Urban  and  the  Todmorden  Rural 
Councils,  which  is  my  FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  ONE 
on  the  action  taken  to  enforce  the  Canal  Boats  Acts,  and 
the  Regulations  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

During  the  year  I have  inspected  88  boats,  or  one 
more  than  in  the  previous  year.  Altogether,  the  boats 
have  registered  sleeping  accommodation  in  the  cabins 
for  491  adults,  but  the  number  of  occupants  when  the 
inspections  were  made  was  only  192  men,  24  women, 
and  17  children,  or  a total  of  233. 

The  women  and  children  exceeded  those  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  when  the  numbers  were  16  and  7,  but  few  of 
those  met  with  were  regular  occupants,  the  majority  of 
them  only  going  for  a sort  of  pleasure  trip  to  Manchester 
or  Liverpool. 

Notices  were  served  for  breaches  of  the  Regulations 
in  five  cases.  One  had  the  registered  number  of  the  boat 
completely  defaced,  another  was  without  proper  water 
vessel,  and  a third  required  the  cabins  painting.  In  the 
fourth  case  the  Captain  was  not  only  without  the  necessary 
certificate,  but  was  further  violating  the  Regulations  by 
allowing  two  men  and  a woman  to  sleep  in  the  same  cabin, 
while  the  fifth  had  the  cabins  in  a dirty  condition. 

In  five  other  cases  the  cabins  appeared  not  to  have 
been  painted  within  the  regulation  period  of  three  years, 
but  in  each  case  I was  assured  that  the  re-painting  had 
been  arranged  for. 

Taken  on  the  whole,  the  condition  of  the  Boats  and 
their  occupants  was  of  a satisfactory  character. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EMMETT  SMITH, 

Inspector. 


